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CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 7199 
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TAGS: PGOV, PINT, CG 

SUBJECT: KINSHASA CAMPAIGN TO GENERATE POPULAR SUPPORT 
FOR MOBUTU'S JULY 1 REFORMS 

1 . AS PART OF A NATIONWIDE EFFORT BY REGIONAL COMMISSIONERS, 

URBAN COMMISSIONER SAKOMBI HAS JUST COMPLETED A TOUR OF 
KINSHASA'S TWENTY-FOUR ZONES TO ADDRESS MEETINGS AND THEN FIELD 
QUESTIONS IN AN ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN AND DRUM UP SUPPORT FOR THE 
REFORMS ANNOUNCED IN PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S JULY 1 SPEECH. THE LOCAL 
MEDIA HAVE PLAYED UP AS EXAMPLES OF DEMOCRATIC DIALOGUE BOTH 
SAKOMBI'S EXHORTATIONS AND HIS AUDIENCES' CRITICISMS DURING THE 
SUBSEQUENT QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSIONS OF GENDARMES ACCUSED 
OF EXTORTING CASH FROM DEFENSELESS CITIZENS. 

2. UNDERSTANDABLY, THE MEDIA HAVE NOT COVERED MORE POLITICALLY 
SENSITIVE ISSUES RAISED DURING WHAT WE ARE TOLD HAVE BEEN HEATED 
DISCUSSIONS. FOLLOWING SAKOMBI'S SPEECH IN THE ZONE OF NGIRI- 
NGIRI. FOR EXAMPLE, HE REPORTEDLY WAS BAITED BY A FORMER BAKONGO 
POLITICIAN WHO FIRST SUGGESTED THAT ZAIRE COULD HARDLY BE A 
DEMOCRACY WITH A MILITARY MAN AS HEAD OF STATE, AND THEN WENT ON 
TO ASK WHY, IF ZAIRE IS INDEED TO BECOME MORE DEMOCRATIC, MOBUTU CONT 
INUES TO 
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APPOINT SOME POLITICAL COMMISSIONERS AND ALL MEMBERS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. WHEN SAKOMBI REJOINED THAT 
"THESE ARE NOT THE TIMES OF KASAVUBU," HE WAS ROUNDLY BOOED. 
SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSIONS OF ZAIRE S JUDICIAL SYSTEM REPORTEDLY 
RESULTED IN MORE DENUNCIATION OF SAKOMBI AND HIS GOVERNMENT 
ASSOCIATES AS EXPLOITERS OF THE COMMON PEOPLE AND IN 
DISPARAGEMENT OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MOBUTU'S POLITICAL REFORMS. 
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3. COMMENT: ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT SAKOMBI'S PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVE 
WAS NOT TO ACT AS A LIGHTNING ROD FOR THE DISCONTENTS OF A 
GERNERALLY SKEPTICAL PUBLIC, BUT RATHER TO GENERATE SUPPORT FOR 
THE REGIME BY EXPLAINING MOBUTU'S PROPOSED REFORMS, HE SEEMS 
TO HAVE FAILED. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE FACT THAT THE REGIME IS 
BRAVING A DIALOGUE WITH THE PEOPLE AND ALLOWING AT LEAST SOME 
OF THEIR CRITICISMS TO BE AIRED BY THE MEDIA CAN IN ITSELF BE 
VIEWED AS AN ENCOURAGING INDICATION THAT THE DEVELOPING POLITICAL 
PROCESS WILL HAVE SOME SUBSTANCE AS WELL AS FORM. MOBUTU MONITORS 
SUCH DIALOGUES CLOSELY, AND THEY SHOULD SERVE TO BRING HOME TO HIM 
NOT ONLY THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF PEOPLE S GRIEVANCES BUT ALSO 
THE REALITY THAT PROMISES OF REFORM. FAR FROM PLACATING THE 
PEOPLE, HAVE CREATED PRESSURES FOR CHANGE THAT ARE LIKELY TO 
PERSIST UNTIL THE REGIME TAKES STEPS TO FOLLOW UP THOSE 
PROMISES WITH ACTION. 
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